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KINGMAN - Amelia Earhart once said, 
ñCourage is the price that life exacts for 
granting peace.ò
 There is no one who has fought 
more courageously for the peace and 
freedom of this country than a veteran. 
On Oct. 27, local veteran Jerry Ambrose 
was inducted into the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame along with two other 
Arizona veterans. 
 At the induction ceremony, 
Ambrose was presented with a medal 
and a plaque from Arizona Gov. Janet 
Napolitano.
 The Arizona Veterans Hall of 
Fame was started in May of 2001. 
The hall is located at the Arizona 
State Veteransô Home in Phoenix. It 
is an extension of the Hall of Fame 
created by the Arizona Department of 
Disabled American Veterans in 1978. 
The Arizona Department of Veteransô 

Services takes 
care of the hall. 
An executive 
committee of 
veterans serves as 
advisor to the hall 
and selects the 
annual inductees.
 ñI 
nominated him 
because of his 
service to his 
country and the community,ò Kingman 
Mayor Les Byram said during a 
ceremony on Wednesday proclaiming 
November Veterans Remembrance 
Month for the city. 
 Ambrose is active in Kingman 
Rotary, the Marine Corp League, the 
Chamber of Commerce and various 
other boards in the Kingman area. He 
was recognized as Rotarian of the Year 
and Business Person of the Year in 

LOCAL VETERAN INDUCTED IN 
ARIZONA VETERANS HALL OF 

 Jerry Ambrose (left) and 
Kingman Mayor Les Byram 

stand Wednesday with the 
Arizona Veteran Hall of 
Fame plaque and medal 

Ambrose recently received. 

Photo: JC AMBERLYN/Miner
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LEE BOOTH WRITES

Detonics shipped its first guns 
from Seattle, Washington, in 
1976, the design idea from the 
mind of a man named Pat Yates, 
but the actual design that made a 
working gun accomplished by Sid 
Woodcock.  Sidôs considerable 
experience in the field led to 
certain innovations such as fully 
captured, non-loaded springs in the 
original CombatMaster.  Detonics 
pioneered the bushingless cone-
shaped barrel, the successful use 
of stainless steels in major caliber 
semi-automatic pistols, conquering 
the galling problem, the use of 
multiple recoil springs counter 
wound surrounding a guide rod, 
etc.  It was the smallest production 
.45 in existence.  The original 
company, under the name Detonics 

Associates, a subsidiary of Energy 
Sciences, continued with varying 
degrees of economic ups and 
downs -- never due to a lack of 
sales -- until 1988.  Then, a group 
of investors, spearheaded by one of 
the most successful entrepreneurs 
in the telecommunications 
field, formed New Detonics.  
Its manufacturing efforts were 
soon moved from Seattle to 
Phoenix under the direction of 
Robbie Barrkkman and Robar 
Company.  The New Detonics 
pistols, although cosmetically 
quite attractive, left something 
to be desired mechanically.  
Due to a combination of 
circumstances, this New Detonics 
ýrm vanished before 1992.  Jerry 
Ahern and Sharon Ahern, longtime 
friends of Sid Woodcock and the 
old ýrmôs head gunsmith, Peter 

Dunn, began a quest in the late 
1990s to bring back the guns 
as originally made in Seattle, 
only better.  By the very close 
of 2003, Detonics USA, LLC, 
was established, displaying at the 
2004 SHOT Show for the first 
time.  By the close of 2004 -- the 
Wednesday before Christmas 
-- the ýrst two working Combat
Masters had been built.  Actual 
shipping commenced in April of 
2005.  Detonics Pistols are 100 
% USA assembled from 100% 
USA manufactured components. 
In 2007 Mr.L.F.Booth, a Former 
Marine, acquired the majority of 
the Detonics Company and formed 
a partnership with the Ahernôs.  
MCATA members are eligible for 
a 20% discount on any Detonics 
pistol. www.DetonicsUSA.com
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Total Air Transporters In Database: 1068

MCATA is a 501(c)(19) non- profit organization incorporated in the State of Texas in 1991 to foster, encourage and perpetuate 
the memory and spirit of friendship among our comrades in arms who are or have been members of any Marine Corps Air 
Transport Squadron and to preserve incidents and memories of our association together. The Marine Corps Air Transport 
Association represents a complete cross section of all those who are or  have served our country in Marine Corps Air Transports 
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NEW MAIL 
ADDRESS 

FOR MCATA
MCATA

Charles F. Smith
P.O. Box 1134

Millington, Tn 38083

Please send dues, etc to this 
address. It will simplify the 
process.

Please check the address label 
on the news letter. If the dues 
expiration date has passed, this 
is your final news letter until the 
dues are brought current. Any 
questions or should I not have 
posted a payment please call 
or E-mail me. I too can make 
mistakes.

Con Shuck

THIS
COULD 

BE YOUR 
LAST
ISSUE
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 Transporters, September 
will be here soon, now is the 
time to start making your 
plans to attend the reunion in 
Laughlin, NV.  Ted Newman and 
his team have alot of activities 
planned and it looks like there 
will be something for everyone 
to enjoy. If at all possible 
the registration form will be 
included in this newsletter.
  The board of directors 
will meet at 11:00 AM on the 
28th. We would like to see all 
of the board their as we have 
alot of issues to discuss, these 
include, but are not limited to the 
following:
 
1.Membership--Recruitment/Retention
 
2. Scholarship Fund--Committee 
Report
 
3. Financial Report.
 
4.Bulletin Board
 
5. Newsletter
 
6.2008 Reunion--Committee Report
 
7. Nomination of new ofýcers to be 
voted on by membership (If Required)
 
8. Sponsorship Fund
 
9. 2007 Reunion --Committee Report
 

10. New Business

 
I have probably left something 
out, but as always the þoor will 
be open.
 
Semper Fi,   CJ

P E N T A G O N 
R E V E R S E S 
R U M S F E L D õ S 
DECISION TO KILL 
LOCKHEED C-130
By Tony Capaccio

Jan. 10 (Bloomberg) -- The U.S. 
Defense Department reversed its 
decision to stop production next 
year of the Lockheed Martin 
Corp. C-130J transport. Deputy 
Defense Secretary Gordon 
England, in a budget directive sent 
to the military service secretaries, 
chiefs of staff and acquisition 
officials, added $2.6 billion to 
the Air Force ýscal 2008-2013 
budget plan to purchase 30 C-
130Js for the Marine Corps and 
Air Force, starting with six in 
2009. Englandôs decision is good 
news for the worldôs No.1 defense 
contractor because it allows 
Lockheed Martinôs Marietta, 
Georgia production line to remain 
open bey ond 2009, when the 
last plane in the current backlog 
would have been produced. The 
C-130J is one of Lockheedôs top 
three military aircraft programs.
      England reversed a decision 
former Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld made two years ago 
after the Air Force made the case 
that more of the modern transports 
were required, said Loren 
Thompson, a defense analyst 
with the Lexington Institute, 
an Arlington, Virginia-based 
research institute. ``With Donald 
Rumsfeld now departed from 

Continued Page 8

IN NEED 
OF PRAYER

Billy Scott

      Billy went to the doctor 

Thursday, the results were better 

than expected. They found 

cancer only in the lung that 

was operated on several years 

ago. They will operate and try 

to remove that portion that is 

cancerous.

      Billy is in good spirits and is 

being the same ole Billy. Keep 

him in your prayers.

Bud Wildfang

     Talked to Bud earlier today 

and he was complaining about 

being down in the back and 

leg where he could hardly get 

around. Came on kind of sudden. 

      Not typical for Bud as he 

seldon complains. How about we 

all give him a call and wish him 

well. Phone number is 405-732-

6962   

Semper Fi, Con 
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Continued Page 11

To All Marine Corps Air Trans-
porters Everywhere, Greetings 
from Granbury, Texas. Home of 
the smallest state park anywhere. 
The grave of Davy Crocketts 
wife. The park consists of 1 
grave.
            Here we are on the 1st 
day of spring as I write this and 
today it was 83 degrees in the 
DFW area, amazing. It really 
gives a guy spring fever in the 
middle of winter. Everyone here 
knows that if you donôt like the 
Texas weather wait a day and it 
will change, well tomorrow the 
high is supposed to be in the 40ôs 
with rain.
            Several things I re-
ally want to talk about this time 
around in the news letter. First of 
all is the new bulletin board. As 
of today we have had 81 current 
members log on, register with 
a user name and password. We 
were forced to require a delay in 
approving new registered mem-
bers as we were starting to get 
garbage on the board again.

Here are the basic instructions:

1. From the MCATA web site 
click on bulletin board.
2. First time users, when the 
IKON board comes up go to the 
upper left corner and click on 
ñRegisterò
3. When the board changes go 
down about 1 1/2 inches and 
center and give yourself a user 
name and password, enter.
This is separate from the mcata 
password, but you can use the 

same one. 
4. Now enter the user name and 
password you registered and you 
are good to go. Post away.
            Here are a few of the 
things you may want to check 
out.
a. Click on summary, here it tells 
you about the account.
b. Click on personal info and it 
takes you to your proýle, the one 
you entered when you registered. 
There you have some options 
and a note pad.
c. Click on E-mail settings, some 
options here.
d. Click on Topic Tracker, here 
if you want to track a particular 
subject you can do so.
e. click on account options, you 
have a few options here.
f. Click on modify account if 
you want to change your pass-
word, etc.
g. Click on new posts and it will 
show you new postings.
h. Click on members and it will 
bring up a listing of registered 
users like yourself by user name 
only. 
           There is a place here you 
can click on that will allow you 
to send another person an E-Mail 
which will also include your 
E-mail address, the one you are 
sending from.
i. Click on help/FAQ for some 
answers to common questions 
you might have.
5. Now just scroll away and do 
anything you want to do. when 
ýnished log out.
6. Very easy and simple. let me 
know if you have problems.

7. Remember that it is also case 
sensitive, so if you use capitals 
or lower case they must be used 
at the sign in.   
           The only real problem we 
have had is members trying to 
use their old MCATA user name 
and password at log-in with out 
registering the user name and 
password. So remember, you 
can use the same one, but you 
have to register it before you can 
proceed.
            Item 5 above is easy to 
do. just scroll around, click on 
anything that is active and see 
what happens. You can not screw 
anything up unless you try to. 
Everyone will make a mistake 
sooner or later, I make them. 
But, it is so easy to use and so 
many ways to post, etc. You can 
post a new subject, a reply or 
search by just about anything. 
You just need to log on and 
scroll around.
            On the initial information 
page you only have to provide 4 
items of information, however if 
you want to complete the info as 
best you can it also has a cal-
endar where it postôs members 
birthdays. So you can check the 
calendar and send cards, letters 
of sympathy or whatever you 
feel like. Example, today was 
CJ McQueenôs birthday. I have 
known CJ for 40+ years and 
never knew his birthday. I would 



P a g e  6
Marine Corps Air Transport Association

P I X X I V  J V S Q  X L I  I H M X S V

suggest ýlling it out as much as 
you can.
            New postings and top-
ics will be put in a ñholdò status 
until approved by me. I check 
the bulletin board about every 
3-4 hours, so there should not be 
much in the way of seeing your 
post on line. We are currently 
working on a way to have new 
members be approved before 
they can post anything. Then we 
can go back to allowing the post-
ing tom be posted immediately.
            I hope everyone un-
derstands why the change was 
necessary. Plain and simple, we 
were getting to many postings on 
the old board that were not from 
members, but everyone else. 
Selling everything from stocks 
to sexually explicit web sites and 
links and everything in between.  
It got to the point it was ridicu-
lous. So a decision was made 
by the President and Board of 
Directors to shut it down and 
come up with something differ-
ent. I am an Administrator on the 
new site and can go in and edit 
or delete anything I deem, inap-
propriate, or anything you deem 
inappropriate, only if you let me 
know.
            Second thing you will 
notice we have a sponsor ad-
vertising in the news letter. We 
are very pleased to have them 
aboard and if you look at the ad-
vertising and product and decide 
to make that purchase, MCATA 
members get a 20% discount. 
Check it out and read the info.
           Third on the agenda this 

time is the Reunion in Laughlin. 
Dates are 26-30 September 2007. 
All the information is on the web 
site including the registration 
form, plus info on all the other 
activities. Ted Newman has put a 
lot of work into this and it looks 
like it will be a fun time for all, 
as usual.
            Forth and last is the lack 
of information and material for 
making the news letter worth-
while to print, mail and for you 
to read. There just is not much 
that has been sent towards using 
as news letter information. To 
make it interesting we have to 
print something other than  who 
is sick and who has passed away. 
I get some help from Carswell 
and MAG-41, but I need other 
info. If nothing else pick up a 
copy of the base news paper and 
send to me, Iôll ýnd some gossip 
in it.
            How about something 
from the active duty community? 
I think I will go play golf. Sem-
per Fi, Con

2003. 
 ñIt might be easier to ask 
him what heôs not involved in,ò 
said one fellow veteran at the 
proclamation ceremony. 
 Ambrose joined the Marine 
Corp in 1955. He served two 
tours in Vietnam. He started as 
an enlisted man and gradually 
worked his way up through the 
ranks to E-7 and chief warrant 
ofýcer-4. He retired with the 
rank of captain in 1987 at the 
Marine Corp Air Station in 
Yuma.
 Ambrose moved to 
Kingman in 1991 and started 
working with DES Veterans 
Employment. 
 He currently serves as an 
ofýce manager for Mohave/La 
Paz County Arizona Workforce 
Connection. 
 Byram said Ambrose is 
the ýrst veteran that he knows 
of from Mohave County and 
the Kingman area that has 
been inducted into the Arizona 
Veterans Hall of Fame. 
 Currently, 144 veterans 
have been inducted into the 
Hall of Fame. According to 
information from the Hall of 
Fame, there are approximately 
600,000 veterans in Arizona.

Continued From Page 1

Local Veteran 
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THOMAS NICKOLS 
WRITES

Guyôs 

I was looking through allot of 
the pictures that the guys have 
been sending.  In this picture, it 
notes a front cargo door.  I have 
never seen one with a functional 
door.  I compared this with 
several of the early 130ôs, and 
found that in the pictures the 
front door was riveted closed 
permanently. 

Did you ever see one with a 
functional door, and did they 
actually load anything through 
there? 

Thomas Nickols - Fireýghter / 
Paramedic
 508 Euclid Blvd.
 Carthage Missouri 
Ofýce: 417-358-5450
 Fax: 417-359-5340
 Mobile: 417-793-5520 

WILLIAM C. 
BARNSLEY 

Box 480 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts  
01566-0480 
February 14, 2007 

Re: Tiger Island 
 
Dear Con, 

      On September 4, 2005 I 
forwarded materials covering 
some possible scenarios  relating 
to the February 1, 1966 loss of 
Bureau Number 149809. 
     At that time most of the 
materials reviewed did not state 
a positive cause of the loss, or 
an exact location of the possible 
debris ýeld. 
The most comprehensive 
overview of the events of that 
day were provided to you by 
LtCol Bob (Sugarfoot) Cantrell 
in his email that you forwarded 
to me. 
     While researching materials 
covering Marine transport 

aircraft operations, I stumbled 
across an FMFPAC declassiýed 
document with an identiýcation 
listed as coming from the 
ñMarine Corps Command 
Centerò. 
      In a section captioned U.S. 
MARINE CORPS AIRCRAFT 
LOSSES IN SEASIA, the 
Marine Corps acknowledged that 
on February 1, 1966, the loss of 
Bureau Number 149809 was: 
(1) a ñCombat Lossò; and the 
circumstances of the loss was 
attributed to: (2) ñLost on 
refueling mission over Tiger 
Island. 6KIA. RVN.ò 
     That is the ýrst time that I 
have located an ofýcial document 
that references the location of the 
loss that was supported by the 
contents of the email provided by 
LtCol Cantrell. 

Sincerely, 
Bill William C. Barnsley 
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the Pentagon, the services are 
beginning to reverse decisions 
made on his watch that they 
considered ill-conceived, óô he 
said. ``In the case of the C-130J, 
the Air Force feels it must replace 
aging cargo planes that are 
becoming too dangerous to þy, 
and the C-130J s the only suitable 
replacement, óô Thompson said.

186 Sold to Date

      England added $1.77 billion 
through 2013 to buy 20 C-130Js 
at the rate of four per year for 
the Air Force Special Operations 
Command and $863 million more 
though 2013 to buy 10 KC-130J 
aerial refueling tankers for the 
Marine Corps, at the rate of two 
per year, over the 34 already on 
order for the Corps. To date, 
Lockheed has sold a total of 186 
C-130J of the planes to the U.S. 
Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard and foreign customers.
      Englandôs ``Program 
Decision Memorandum,ô ó signed 
Dec. 13, is one of four directives 
sent to the U.S. military service 
secretaries, chiefs of staff and 
acquisition ofýcials that spell out 
spending priorities through ýscal 
2013 for space, aircraft, special 
operations, health care and 
defense intelligence programs.
      Englandôs directives will 

be reflected in the Defense 
Departmentôs portion of the 
ýscal 2008 budget that President 
George W. Bush will propose 
next month and in the Pentagonôs 
long-term spending plan. England 
spokesman Kevin Wensing 
had no immediate comment.
     Thomas Jurkowsky, spokesman 
for Bethesda, Maryland-based 
Lockheed Martin, said the 
company was not aware of the 
details of the budget but ``we 
are able to say, however, that the 
aircraft is performing exceptionally 
well in two combat theaters and 
is exceeding all expectations.ôô
 
Rumsfeldôs Opposition

Rumsfeld sought to end the C-130J 
program in late 2004. As part of a 
major budget-cutting proposal, he 
ordered it terminated in ýscal 2006, 
stopping two years early what had 
been a signed ýve-year contract for 
60 aircraft. Rumsfeld reversed that 
decision amid intense congressional 
opposition after budget analysts 
determined it would cost almost 
as much to end the contract early 
than to buy all the aircraft. Still, he 
made clear the program would end 
after 2008. In a February 17, 2005 
congressional budget hearing, he 
defended that decision saying 
that, at $66.5 million apiece, the 
C-130J ``has become increasingly 
expensive to build and to maintain, 
especially given the ability to 
modernize existing C-130sôô 
with new technology upgrades.
     To contact the reporter on 
this story: Tony Capaccio at 
capaccio@bloomnberg.net
 

RE: POSSIBLE C-
47 # 060 FOUND 
DURING RESEARCH 
OF KC-130’S
 
Con & The MCATA,
 
     I was continuing my research 
on the 130ôs and the planes they 
replaced, when I ran across 
a photo of this plane.  I donôt 
know exactly how old she is, 
however I believe that this photo 
was shot some time in the 50ôs.
 
     Do you think there is anyone 
in the association that mightbe 
able to help me identify this 
plane?  Donôt even know where 
she is.
 
Thanks,
 
Thomas Nickols
Fireýghter / Paramedic
Avilla Fire & Rescue
Avilla, Mo.
417-793-5520
Nick@Jasco.us
 

PENTAGON 
REVERSES 
RUMSFELDõS 
DECISION 

Continued From Page 4
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REUNION HOTEL 
INFO

There is a slight problem 
when registering at the 
hotel...... and maybe part of 
the fault is mine.... So I would 
like the word passed that 
between what I was told and 
what the Registration Desk is 
telling people has everyone 
confused.
 
FACT: West Tower is aka: 
Promenade Tower
Standard Room per contract 
is here...
Hospitality Rooms are 
here.....
Jazzucuzzi Suites are here......

East Tower is aka: 
Casino Tower
Is known as ñAdult Onlyò 
Tower

Hopefully, this answers a lot 
ofquestions that both Cindy 
and I are being asked.
 
SemperFi,
Ted N.
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From: ñJohn Lewisò 
<devildog@bigriver.net>

      3rd MAW C-130 Pilotôs 
Description of Approach into 
Baghdad. This is a funny story 
particularly if you lust over mixed 
metaphors. This is from a colorful 
writer from the 3rd Marine Air 
Wing based at MCAS Miramar:
     There I was at six thousand 
feet over central Iraq, two hundred 
eighty knots and weôre dropping 
faster than Paris Hiltonôs panties. 
Itôs a typical September evening 
in the Persian Gulf; hotter than 
a rectal thermometer and Iôm 
sweating like a priest at a Cub 
Scout meeting. But thatôs neither 
here nor there. The night is 
moonless over Baghdad tonight, 
and blacker than a Steven King 
novel. But itôs 2006, folks, and Iôm 
sporting the latest in night-combat 
technology namely, hand-me-
down night vision goggles (NVGs) 
thrown out by the ýghter boys.
     Additionally, my 1962 
Lockheed C-130E Hercules is 
equipped with an obsolete, yet, 
semi-effective missile warning 
system (MWS). The MWS 
conveniently makes a nice 
soothing tone in your headset 
just before the missile explodes 
into your airplane. Who says you 
canôt polish a turd? At any rate, the 
NVGs are illuminating Baghdad 
International Airport like the 
Las Vegas Strip dur ing a Mike 
Tyson ýght. These NVGs are the 
catôs ass. But Iôve digressed. The 
preferred method of approach 
tonight is the random shallow.
     This tactical maneuver allows 
the pilot to ingress the landing 
one in unpredictable manner, 
thus exploiting the supposedly 
secured perimeter of the airýeld 

in an attempt to avoid enemy 
surface-to-air-missiles and small 
arms ýre.  Personally, I wouldnôt 
bet my pink ass on that theory but 
the approach is fun as hell and 
thatôs the real reason we þy it. 
We get a visual on the runway at 
three miles out, drop down to one 
thousand feet above the ground, 
still maintaining two hundred 
eighty knots. Now the fun starts. 
Itôs pilot appreciation time as I 
descend the mighty Herc to six 
hundred feet and smoothly, yet 
very deliberately, yank into a 
sixty degree left bank, turning the 
aircraft ninety degrees offset from 
runway heading. As soon as we roll 
out of the turn, I reverse turn to the 
right a full two hundred seventy
 degrees in order to roll out aligned 
with the runway. Some aeronautical 
genius coined this maneuver the 
ñNinety/Two-Seventy.ò Chopping 
the power during th e turn, I pull 
back on the yoke just to the point 
my nether regions start to sag, 
bleeding off energy in order to 
configure the pig for landing.
      ñFlaps Fifty!, landing 
Gear Down!, Before Landing 
Checklist!ò I look over at the 
copilot and heôs shaking like a cat 
shitting on a sheet of ice. Looking 
further back at the navigator, and 
even through the Nags, I can 
clearly see the wet spot spreading 
around his crotch. Finally, I glance 
at my steely eyed þight engineer. 
His eyebrows rise in unison as a 
grin forms on his face. I can tell 
heôs thinking the same thing I 
am .... ñWhere do we ýnd such 
fine young men?ò  ñFlaps One 
Hundred!ò I bark at the shaking 
cat. Now itôs all aim-point and 
airspeed. Aviation 101, with the 
exception there are no lights, Iôm 
on NVGs, itôs Baghdad, and now 
tracers are starting to crisscross 

the black sky. Naturally, and 
not at all surprisingly, I grease 
the Goodyearôs on brick-one of 
runway 33 left, bring the throttles 
to ground idle and then force the 
props to full reverse pitch. Tonight, 
the sound of freedom is my four 
Hamilton Standard propellers 
chewing through the thick, putr! id,
 Ba ghdad air. The huge, 
one hundred thirty-thousand 
pound, lumbering whisper 
pig comes to a lurching stop 
in less than two thousand 
feet. Letôs see a Viper do that!
     We exit the runway to 
a welcoming committee of 
government issued Army grunts. 
Itôs time to download their beans 
and bullets and letters from 
their sweethearts, look for war 
booty, and of course, urinate on 
Saddamôs home. Walking down 
the crew entry steps with my 
lowest-bidder, Beretta 92F, 9 
millimeter strapped smartly to 
my side, look around and thank 
God, not Allah, Iôm an American 
and Iôm on the winning team. Then 
I thank God Iôm not in the Army.
      Knowing once again Iôve 
cheated death, I ask myself, ñWhat 
in the hell am I doing in this mess?ò 
Is it Duty, Honor, and Country? 
You bet your ass. Or could it 
possibly be for the glory, the swag, 
and not to mention,  chicks dig the 
Air Medal. Thereôs probably some 
truth there too. But now is not the 
time to derive the complexities of 
the superior, cerebral properties of 
the human portion of the aviator-
man-machine model. It is however, 
time to get out of this hole. Hey 
copilot howôs óbout the óBefore 
Starting Engines Checklist.ò

 God, I love this job.
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Ted/Liz Newman
Nate/Carolyn Johnson
Con/Carol Shuck
Pete Tanner
Andrew/Michele Benjock

LOOK WHO'S 
COMING TO THE 
2007 REUNION

BUD YOUNT

I received news yesterday that 
my good friend Bud Yount is not 
doing very good. He has MacD 
and is now blind. His other 
problems make it very hard for 
him to walk. He continues to 
lose weight and is now down to 
138 lbs. If you knew Bud he was 
a rock solid Marine. I guess  
one could say Bud has reach the 
point of no return. Itôs not like 
him to say uncle. His wife is 
doing the care taking with assists 
from hospice. Lets face it Betty 
has MS so itôs a chore for her 
even with help. They are doing 
OK and do have a daughter not 
far away. This is mostly to bring 
all up to date on his declining 
situation. No need to Email him, 
as said he canôt read. If you want 
to: his phone number is  
714-538-0526. You can maybe 
give him a lift. 

Semper Fi  Billy

FROM LINDA 
TAYLOR

Subject: Sad news!

Hi Con and Carol,

I wanted to let you know that 
Jackôs father passed away 
April 1, 2007 after suffering a 
two and a half year bout with 
lung cancer, bone cancer and 
brain cancer. Jack went out to 
Australia where his dad lived 
for a funeral service and brought 
his dadôs ashes back. The family 
here will have a memorial 
service in Colorado next summer 
where his dadôs ashes will be 
placed. We are all saddened 
about this but his dad had a 
pretty good life. He was 80 years 
old and quite a ýghter. He never 
gave up hope. Iôm sorry it has 
taken me so long to get this news 
to you but it has been rather 
hectic here.

DONALD SMITH 
WRITES

CJ,

I have just found this website 
and spend some time looking 
through it and reminiscing. You 
probably donôt remember me but 
I was a KC130F þight engineer 
in VMGR 252 & 152. Actually, 
I was the youngest þight 
engineer at the time (71 ï 75). I 
believe we met up in 73 or 74 in 
Okinawa.

I would like to join MCATA. I 
tried to ýll in the form for the
database and it gave me an error. 
Maybe you can help. I am living 
in Switzerland perhaps that is 
the problem. I will send a check 
soon to join the association.

Semper ý 
(former) USMC SSGT Don 
ñSmittieò Smith

Current work contact details:

Donald Smith
Your Jet AG
Operations  Center 
Zurich Airport
P.O Box 368, 8058  Zurich

Phone (Direct): +41 43 816 1615
Phone (Central): +41 43 816 1616
Fax (Central): +41 43 816 1617

Mobile: +41 79 300 4968

E-Mail:  smith@yourjet.ch
Website:  www.yourjet.ch
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NEW MEMBERS

ADDRESS

CHANGES

DONATIONS

TO THE

GENERAL FUND

DONATIONS

IN MEMORY OF

DONATIONS

TO THE

SPONSORSHIP FUND

Please let everyione know that my 
husband Paul has passed on.
He was diagnosed in January 
of 2000 with a disease called 
Progressive Supranuclear Prky, 
PSP for short. Paul passed away on 
August 25th 2006. I could not ýnd 
one mail or phone number to get in 
touch with you. Enclosed check in 
Pauls memory for the general fund.

Thank you,

Mary Shufþeton, wife of 59 years.

REST IN PEACE

Hoyt McBryar
Randolph Aldrich

Walter Washington
Bill M. Davis
Charles M. Howard
Andrew Benjock

Randolph Aldrich
Royce Miller
Edward Doane
Ted Newman

LtCol J.R. Priddy by Don Davis
All Transporters by John 
Wasilowsky
Mike Grifýn/Chris Downey by 
W.E. Claussen
Mike Grifýn by Earl Rountree

Pate J Njegovan
214 Elm St.
Beaufort, NC 28516
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QUOTES FROM 
WILL ROGERS

For additional info refer to 
www.willrogers.org. Following 
are some examples of his wit:  
 
1.  Never slap a man whoôs 
chewing tobacco.
2.  Never kick a cow chip on a 
hot day.
3.  There are 2 theories to 
arguing with a woman...neither 
works.
4.  Never miss a good chance to 
shut up.
5.  Always drink upstream from 
the herd.
6.  If you ýnd yourself in a hole, 
stop digging.
7.  The quickest way to double 
your money is to fold it and put 
it back in your pocket.
8.  There are three kinds of 
men: The ones that learn by 
reading.  The few who learn by 
observation.  
The rest of them have to pee on 
the electric fence and ýnd out for 
themselves.
9.  Good judgment comes from 
experience, and a lot of that 
comes from bad judgment.
10.  If youôre ridingô ahead of the 
herd, take a look back every now 
and then to make sure itôs still 
there.
11.  Lettinô the cat outta the bag 
is a whole lot easierôn puttinô it 
back.
12.  After eating an entire bull, 
a mountain lion felt so good he 
started roaring.  

He kept it up until a hunter came 
along and shot him. The moral: 
When youôre full of bull, keep 
your mouth shut.
 

About Growing Older...

First ~ Eventually you will 
reach a point when you stop 
lying about your age and start 
bragging about it.

Second ~ The older we get, the 
fewer things seem worth waiting 
in line for

Third ~ Some people try to turn 
back their odometers.  Not me, I 
want people to know ñwhyò 
I look this way.  Iôve traveled a 
long way and some of the roads 
werenôt paved.

Fourth ~ When you are 
dissatisýed and would like to go 
back to youth, think of Algebra.

Fifth ~ You know you are getting 
old when everything either dries 
up or leaks.

Sixth ~ I donôt know how I got 
over the hill without getting to 
the top.

Seventh ~ One of the many 
things no one tells you about 
aging is that it is such a nice 
change from being young.

Eighth ~ One must wait until 
evening to see how splendid the 
day has been.

FROM: IKE BRASCH 
Subject: R4Q landing

Hi Ted   Iôm not a member of 
MCATA . Was in VMR-253 in 
ó57-ô58 when this happened . 
The picture is out ñThe Torri 
Tellerò . As I remember the 
plane was headed for Japanese 
structural overhaul (Shimai 
wa)(sp) . Normally they þew 
one up and brought back new. 
At this time we were having 
trouble with engines , out 
from Virginia overhaul . So 
had more crewmembers on 
aircraft . to remove engines and 
bring back. Aircraft þew for 
4 hours around NAS/MCAF 
Iwakuni burning fuel. Well 
they foamed the runway and 
the plane commander þew a 
lineup (smokestacks near end 
of runway) . As I remember the 
tinsmiths tacked alum. on and 
they þew up to overhaul a few 
days later. This was sometime 
in ó58 , I believe after losing   
#126741 off Okinawa. Share 
this with whoever and hope you 
enjoy. 

Semper Fi    
Ike Brasch   
ike803@centurytel.net
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ARE YOU / WERE YOU? 
Check appropriate choices:

o Pilot
o Flight Engineer/Student
o Crew Chief
o Navigator
o Flight Mechanic
o R.O. / Loadmaster
o Operations
o Administration
o Air Freight
o Maintenance Crew
o Other Squadron Support
o Spouse

MCATA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
CALENDAR YEAR 2007

I served in the following war or conflict during the 
period indicated (approx. years).

o World War II            __________________
o Korea                       __________________
o Viet Nam                 __________________
o Desert Storm           __________________
o Other Cold war       __________________
o Afganistan/Mid East  __________________
o Iraq                           __________________

Marine Corps Air Transport Association Corporation
P.O. Box 1134
Millington, TN  38083

Address Correction Requested, Do Not Return

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Street ______________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________  State _________  Zip ________________

Phone ________________________

E-mail ________________________

Years of active duty (i.e. 1942-1975)

19_______  to  ________

Please make your $25 check or money order payable to the Marine Corps Air 
Transport Association and mail with this form to: 
M.C.A.T.A. • P.O. Box 1134 • Millington, TN  38083

o Enclosed my check for $________. Please enroll me as a NEW member.
o Enclosed my check for $________. Please RENEW my membership.
o Donation to Sponsorship Fund $_________.
o Donation to General Fund, in memory of __________________________. $__________
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